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1. TAARIS: — FE — SHN: — FEWT:

(Dhruva — ¥93)

The following lesson illustrates the usage of verbs in the present tense
(B3 — &%N:). You are advised to carefully read the lesson and grasp how
sentences are constructed. At the end of the lesson a list of words and
their meanings have been given for your reference. This is followed by a
general translation of the lesson, which has been kept as literal as possible;
this will help you to refer to in case you have any difficulty in

comprehending the Sanskrit.
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¢ N .
9qarl: — Selected words with meaning.
1. ﬁlﬁ"l’lw- what do you want?

2. HIH - tome

3 ﬁm — elder

o

4. I8l — younger

5. ngﬁl'ﬂ%{ﬁ — of good conduct

6. W — having climbed on the lap

7.  SFIEINTHENE: — born of an other woman
5. STNIgH - to go up

9. TSPHETIT — heartless

10. HYHYAdH - great

11. EEMQ: — determined

12. AR — on the way

[a N aN

13. TEHd: — wondered

14. TEANME: — five years old

15. HTW— to realise
16. HISATIAH — hard effort

<
17. degHNUT — according to that

18. W— wood apple
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

F,[UTqUTﬁil — grass and leaves
WTU\I'P\\E[ — like a pillar

999 — pleased

Bﬂ?&‘l%ff ¢ — surprised
EIEEHFQT — with great love
FE‘Tﬁ'q\— silent

FAS — on the chin
GTﬁWQTH\— desire

?:Tlafl%lm— ideal boy
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Dhruva
(Text Translation)

There lives a boy in a village. One day, approaching his paternal grand-
mother, he sits near her. Looking at him, his grandmother feels happy.
"What do you want?" she asks. He says, "Oh, grandmother, tell me a story."
She tells him the story of Dhruva.

Long ago, in the dynasty of Svayambhu-manu, there was a king named
Uttanapada. He had two wives Suniti and Suruci; the older wife was Suniti
and her son was Dhruva; the younger one was Suruci and her son was
Uttama. The younger queen Suruci was king's favourite, not Suniti. Suniti
has many good qualities and is devoted to her family. They all live in the
palace with the king.

Once, King Uttanapada takes Suruci's son Uttama on his lap and fondles
him. Seeing this, Dhruva also runs towards his father to sit on his lap. He
had almost climbed up; at that time, Suruci comes and says with anger,
"Oh, child! You are born in the womb of another woman; you are not my
son."Therefore, you do not deserve to sit on the king's lap. If you desire to
sit on the king's lap, do penance and worship Lord Narayana to be born
from my womb." Heartlessly, she pulls him away from his father's lap and
throws him far away. At that time the father sits quietly. The sad boy
shedding tears complains to his mother Suniti. Helpless, Suniti also cries.
She tells him, "Go to the forest right now and do penance and worship
Lord Narayana." She advises him, "Worshipping Lord Narayana, secure a
higher, supreme position, and do not seek the lower worldly-pleasures."

Immediately, having determined, with a firm mind, Dhruva goes to the
forest to do penance. While on his way, Narada sees him, is surprised and
says, 'Oh my dear! Now you are only five years old. Even the sages are

trying to realizethe Lord. Despite great effort, they are not able to see
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the Lord. Therefore, this is not the age to do penance. Go home, eat, drink
and play with your friends." But Dhruva, having made up his mind, says
firmly, "I am greatly desirous of worshipping Lord Narayana through pen-
ance. Therefore, you please show me the best path." Seeing Dhruva's firm
mind, a pleased Narada shows him the path most beneficial to him.

Following the instructions of Narada, Dhruva goes Madhuvanam, a holy
forest on the banks of the river Yamuna. There, every day, he bathes in the
sacred waters of the Yamuna and worships lord Visnu; he continuously
chants the mantra 'Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya'. He meditates on
Lord Visnu. Lord Visnu is adorned with the conch, discus, mace, and lo-
tus, a crown, earrings, yellow cloth and garland. That auspicious and beau-
tiful form of Lord Visnu is always in his mind.

In the first month, he gets up from meditation every third day and eats
a wood apple. Then he goes back into meditation on Lord Visnu. In the
second month, he gets up from penance every sixth day and eats grass
and leaves and continues his meditation. In the third month, he gets up
from penance every ninth day and drinks water and again gets immersed
in penance and meditates deeply on Lord Visnu. In the fourth month, he
gets up from penance on every twelfth day and takes air as food and noth-
ing else. Again he meditates on Lord Visnu. In the fifth month, he stands
on one leg like a pillar not moving and meditates without food.

Pleased with Dhruva's penance Lord Visnu comes to Madhuvanam to
see him. Overwhelmed, Dhruva sees the Lord and greets him. The Lord
too looks at him lovingly. Immersed in joy Dhruva stands silently. Lord
Visnu touches his chin with the Paficajanya (conch). Then, Dhruva praises

the Lord in many ways. The Lord comes to know the desire in the mind of
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Dhruva and gives him the supreme position in the three worlds. This
position is now called by his name, and is famous in the world as
'Dhruvapadam'. Dhruva achieved this supreme position by the grace of
Narada.

Having listened to the story narrated by his grandmother the boy goes
to school. At the time of the Morning Prayer in the school, he tells the story
of Dhruva. After listening to Dhruva's story, all the teachers and students
praise the boy, saying 'good, good', and everyone is happy. Let students

accept Dhruva as an ideal, and try to follow him.
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(Sanskrit literature abounds with excellent verses for reflection. The
following are some choice verses for you to study and thus learn the

usage of the present tense.)
1. A Bl J&T Afed T ST |
YERIATA qgaf% q i~ FgraE

Trees with ripened fruits and men of values bow down. Dry trees

and foolish men never bow down.

N

2. WH UF GEeH! (e sTgand a: |
FRRUT GH AR G i T=3id ||

The only friend is dharma. Dharma alone follows the jiva even after
death. When the body perishes, everything else perishes with it.

(Manusmrti)

5. BEMEE Fdled qBfed TEEEY |

RS T JeT: TIeNT: 39 ||

Like the trees that endure the sun and provide shade and fruits to

others, so do the wise men live.

4. STEIEI VAT fazTied THIGIH |
FN: CEH=Sed [RHTEEAC: T

At every moment, living beings enter the portal of death. (Even after
knowing this) The rest in the world think that their stay in this world

is permanent — what a wonder! (Mahabharata)
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5. g A JEuTid IRHREAT Jsid |
S Wied 59 wefad sifdeeur

Giving and taking, sharing the secrets (telling and listening to),

asking eating and feeding are the six indicators of affection.

6. @ uzafd Aiesh: FE! a6 F T |

fernfadi Heeg fdan 7 = 9=t |
An owl doesn’t see in the day; a crow doesn’t see at night. The illiterate
fool doesn’t see in the day and night.
7. YRR Fbled JeTT: FUIHRE Jgfed F: |
TR FerTel 7 TRIRTHe TR I

Trees bear fruits for others; rivers flow for others; the sun shines for

others; in the same way, this body exists to serve others.

8. SR T Tled T SARGHATIHId |
qm"\ o "\Sﬁ YNl aXYaN haN o - NN "
There are many bonds, but the bond of love is the most powerful.
The six-footed black bee which can bore even hard trees becomes too

weak to come out of the soft lotus.
9. Had HegANd HE FegHuE |
Teal GerEed @8 gegfHadd |l

Death always walks with us (when we are walking), sits with us (while

we are sitting) and having travelled a very long distance (with us),

death returns with us (on our return). (Valmiki-ramayanam)
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10. Fvgrcged M FrarcaeaRTdSER |

11.

12.

13.

ATCHAT AEGEwd AT SHerderEH |

Men rejoice when the sun rises and (also) rejoice when the day ends,

but do not perceive the ebbing of their life. (Valmiki-ramayanam)

Stree ferdt &xfa femfal arr

ha¥ [aXIN aN o W aV

Gl A=l ST AR

Acagia: F9 & T FAQ gam.

Good company removes the dullness of intellect, infuses truth into
speech, bestows great honour, removes the sin, delights the heart,
and spreads fame in all directions; what does it not secure for men.

(Bhartrhari-niti-Satakam)

o

T forafed FTEIT A 2t IEE: |

A I TSI | AR Aed: |

Weapons cleave It not, fire burns It not, water moistens It not, wind

dries It not. (Bhagavad-gita)
qr A/ gzaia qa5 99 9 9 95490d |
TR A YU | 9 H = YA ||

He who sees Me everywhere and sees everything in Me, he never gets

seperated from Me, nor do I get seperated from him. (Bhagavad-gita)
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14.

15.

16.

17.
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[y o N o o
e ITedfed a1 HeY [dBled USTHT: |
o N o
ST UG AT ST ITeSled dHAT: |l

Those who abide in Sattva go upwards; the Rajasic dwell in the

middle; and the Tamasic, abiding in the function of the lowest guna,

go downwards. (Bhagavad-gta)

gaer Jefdal agi-d faatled Ioa™ S |

o N 9 o haN Y ha ha¥
Jlgededl dadqd d{d dd 9q U= 998 |l

That which is declared imperishable by the knowers of Vedas; that
into which the self-controlled and desire-free enter; that desiring which
brahmacarya is practiced, That Goal I will declare to thee in brief.

(Bhagavad-gita)

T EJEEE ! feafd AT |
qUT U FH HANAT TS |

Just as a calf finds its mother in the midst of thousand cows, in the

same way actions done in previous lives follow its doer. (Paficatantra)

IR Y FFIGRT AN aToead |

A Icdd 0l STeEHEHId qEdd
“Will grow”with this idea one should take to farming; “there may

or may not be profit”with this idea one should do business; “may

not be returned”with this idea one should advance a loan; “I will

not exist” with this idea one should take a risk.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

A 9 &I AT A 9O IEMd A 980 |

AR FHl FIA FHUHA, F 96 |
Neither ridicules nor feels jealous of anybody, nor humiliates others

nor tells a lie, nor talks interrupting others — these are the signs of a

man of noble descent.

TRISEREHIT o Aead o
A gad dfed i guum |

N e <

gl diqdl %HUT: Rt

qEdfeae: o giote FM |
You think that ‘I am alone’, and you don’t see the ancient sage
(Paramatam) who dwells in the heart and who knows your sinful
acts. In His presence, you commit sin! (Mahabharata)
Hed e qt AT ATed JeEaEa: |
HPAEAT ATRd TA=aUeTSHEITE ||

No truth, no austerities, no control over senses, no mercy for living

beings — this is the definition of a Candala.

a@'\ o ﬁ hnN ~ E\la_ = [
JeBE A ATSHAAT 8 41 7 S|
A mean fellow does not take recourse to the good path despite being

kept in seclusion or being instructed for long; like the tail of a dog

whichndoes not get straightened even though kept in a pipe.
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22.
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o o N .

IR forfa Savterd e Saed faeata
Sacatensfy o= fafia: Hasaarsfi g 7 siafa

A thing unprotected exists if protected by fate but what is well taken
care of perishes, if condemned by fate; one left in the forest with no
one to protect lives (if guarded by fate), while one living in a house

perishes, although efforts be made to save him. (Paficatantra)

‘o






